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I. A Leader’s Occupation: Exodus 3:1
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1. Rabbeinu Bachyeh explains the phenomenon: There are two distinct
advantages of living apart form the community. Firstly, the danger of
living amongst other people is exposing oneself to a plethora of iniquity.
Lashon Hara. Rechilut. Hatred. Jealousy. Revenge. Many sins need a
community to commit them. On the other hand, there is a positive way of
looking at living in the desert with the sheep. One is not distracted by the
physicality of society. The opportunity for meditation, concentration and
"hitbodidut" is ripe. Thinking about Hashem. Thinking about one's self in
relation to Hashem. Thinking about one's self in relation to one's role in
the world.

2. Rambam - Hilchot Deiot Chapter 6:1
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3. An Evil neighbor
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Points to consider:
1. A stage in life for a leader
2. Are you meant to even leave your family? It seems that the Avos had families.
3. How do you contribute to society if you are a hermit?
4. How is this different than Christian hermitage?
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